DROSOPHILA - FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS!

Which to use, how to kaep and handle, time schedule, useful tlps?
See attached information sheet. We are always willling to advise customers If they
require further help.

How many flies are produced by smallflarge cultures?
60/70 small culture, 200 [arge cuiture.

Filies have died in translt after being trapped in food medial
Bang the bottie so that the media returns to the bottom, then incubate as nermal and
new flies will amerge.

Nofe: We do not guarantee the arrival of live flies in stock culfures. The cultures are
checked for larvae before despatch. As stock cultures are often crdered to collect
males from, to add o segregated females, if would be hetter to order them earlier to.
ensure that there are sufficient flies available.

Occasionally, flies die In fransit due to extremes of temperature, we nurma]l:.r replace
thase free of charge.

Differance between "Ready Prepared” Drosophila Food and “Ready Mix” Drnsnphlla
Food?

Ready Frepared - At agar based media used by us for all our cultures, also sold In
tubes or botiles, both in packs of 10.

Ready Mix — A dry food to be mixed with water, which can he used immaediately, sold in
packs of slther 108y {enough for 20 fubes or 5 botiles), or kg (enough for 200 tubes or
50 bottles).

Note: Ready Mix has a different appearance and consistency to Ready Prepared. It is
intended fo he used as quick and easy instant food!

Ready Mix Food, further guariesl

Does not setl
Probably too much water added must be made up as instructed on the pack.

Condensationl|
Due fo being made up in advance and stored in the refrigerator, should be made up
and used on the same day.

Drying outl Food drles out and crumbles, making it difficult to remove the flies from
the container.

Food should remain stable for 2 - 3 weeks, however if it does dry out carefully add a
little water on fo the surface of the media, using a pipette, this should reconsfitute It.
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1. Cheek cultures om reesipd for active larvae (look for them “worldng” io the
foofl, often visible anly by their black mowthpaits) end perhaps pupas.

2. Clear the parents by shaking ouf inte an efheriser. Make ¥ore none remain,
Examines the parents carefully and dmhngmsh
a} The different prenotypes
b} The sex difference
T never tramaferred to Hesh tubes, fhese Mes can be bred on for further work, i
is essentlal to do this if back-trosses are to be made.
Occaslonally, due to fough hendling in transit, the flies become trapped by
diapleced food. There is noway of completely preventing this and we regret
therefore that we can entertain no claim for free replacement i thie event. Such
cultores will, of cowres, still produee new sdnlts,

3. Place the cleared culfures in the 25°C incubator or neares! equivalent,
baving noted the date of setting-up marked on thern. Check propress daily,
Adukts may be expecizd to emerge from -10 days afier safting.up, bearing
i mind thai cooling in trangit retards development to some degree.

4, As socm as the first new adults eppear, discard them, then clear tha cuthres
night and moming, Segregute the sexes of sach gtrain info separate food
tubos, comtinuing for 3-¢ days if nevessnry to accvmmulate sufficient parent
fliss for the crosses, .

SEGREGATED MALES ANT) FEMALES A03591 TO A0376]
START HERE

5. Etherise theso actumulated virgin fomales and mabss and setup erosses i
fubes with food and yeast: 3 feamalss to 3/6 males, or up to 5 femeles if
mumRbers permit. Pnsare raciprocal crosses e included, e.p. wild type
males % vestipial femmales, vestiglsl males x wild typs feinales, Mark each
tube with cross defails and date.

B:EADY MADE CROSSES A03773 TO AQ3827.
START HERE

6. After 5 days, cheek for F; larvee andremove theparent ilies. They may be
discarded or transfemed to new tubes for additionel crosses.

7. Onthe tenth day (zi 25°C) the Fy ghould begin hetehing, Bvery two days,

clea the smperpent fiis, clasaify and count. Set up crosses for Fo, say 3
from aarh oripinal, uslng similer ombers of meles end females 8z in (5),
BUT WOTE THAT THE LATTER HEED HOT BE VIEGIN. Discard inte
“thy movgne’ ell Fy fliss not used in Fy crozses.

~ Alternatively, if back-erosses are required, clear Fy night snd morming to
ensure virgingty of famales. Cross with recessive parent tvpe bred on ﬁnm
origingl Etock cvltires (agam EX50TE ToGCIPTOCELS),

8. Whilst this work on the Py cotitinues, obviously Fy erosses should be
chetked daily, Afler S days, clear gl ndulis and disvard.

9. When the By bapins to emeres, clear, claseify 2nd coumt svery other day for
* B days after the first emergencs. This exbondsd perind is BsSential, not ooky
“for mectivoam mimibecs, bt glso to aliow for slpwsr emerging somtants such

85 vestigial
10. Discard all ¥ flies.





